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IN NEWS 


Trump shrinks Utah 
national monuments 


Almost 2 million acres rolled back; 
conservation groups vow to fight 


Panel targets alleged 
bias in Russia inquiry 


FBI director, deputy attorney general 
threatened with contempt of Congress 


IN OPINION 


Jack Phillips at work in his Colorado 
shop. MATTHEW STAVER FOR USA TODAY 


The same-sex 
wedding cake debate 


Our view: Colorado baker’s case 
is not about the First Amendment 


IN MONEY 


Don’t rule out Dow 
index topping 30K 


Optimists expect smooth sailing, 
but some see turbulence ahead 


Your CVS store could 
look much different 


Chain’s deal to acquire insurer 
Aetna might reshape health care 


IN SPORTS 


Russia doping denials 
fit Putin’s narrative 
Anti-doping agency’s board will 


decide today on sanctions for Russia 
IN LIFE 


Franco, Rogen make 
a success of ‘Disaster’ 


Excellent film about the making of a 
terrible film could get Oscar attention 
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USA SNAPSHOTS?” 


51% 


of those with the flu or 
flu-like symptoms did not use 
hand sanitizer after coughing 
or sneezing. 


SOURCE CityMD survey of 1,857 U.S. adults 
MIKE B. SMITH, ALEJANDRO GONZALEZ/USA TODAY 
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USA TODAY EXCLUSIVE 


Hear this! 
The 10 best 
albums of 2017 


From Kendrick Lamar’s Damn to Lorde’s 
Melodrama, great music was easy to 
find and listen to this year. In Life 


ZOE MEYERS/USA TODAY NETWORK 
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4,000-plus guns sold 
to disqualified buyers 


Getting Weapels back puts ATF — avas at risk 


a = 


Last year, the ATF was asked to retrieve more guns sold to disqualified buyers than in any other year in the past decade. 
The sale of a rifle to one such buyer preceded its use in the Texas church shootings last month. ELAINE THOMPSON/AP 


Kevin Johnson 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Federal authori- 
ties sought to take back guns from 
thousands of people the background 
check system should have blocked 
from buying weapons because they 
had criminal records, mental illnesses 
or other problems that would disqual- 
ify them. 

A USA TODAY review found that 
the FBI issued more than 4,000 re- 
quests last year for agents from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives to retrieve guns from 


prohibited buyers. 

It’s the largest number of such re- 
trieval requests in 10 years, according to 
FBI records — an especially striking sta- 
tistic after revelations that a breakdown 
in the background check system al- 
lowed a troubled Air Force veteran to 
buy a rifle used to kill more than two 
dozen people at a Texas church last 
month. 

The FBI’s National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) vets 
millions of gun purchase transactions 
every year. The thousands of gun sei- 


See GUNS, Page 2A 


“These are people who 
shouldn’t have weapons 
in the first place, and it 


just takes one to do 


something that could have 
tragic consequences.” 
David Chipman 


Former ATF official 


Standing up to harassment 
has been costly for women 


‘Old boys network’ 
finally starting to falter 


Jessica Guynn 
USA TODAY 


SAN FRANCISCO - It’s been more 
than a quarter-century since Paula 
Coughlin blew the whistle on drunken 
aviators who sexually assaulted wom- 
en at the Las Vegas Hilton during the 
Tailhook convention in 1991. 

The former helicopter pilot says 
she’s still paying a steep price for 
speaking out. The ensuing uproar over 
sexual abuse in the Navy didn’t just 
ground her military career. It grounded 
her career in the civilian world, too. 

“I have been told by headhunters 
that I am unemployable,” Coughlin 
says. 

She’s not alone. From Kellie Boyle, 
who says she lost a major contract and 
her career in political communication 
after she rebuffed a sexual advance 
from Roger Ailes, to Janelle Asselin, 
who gave up a promising career in the 
comic book industry, women who 
publicly accused men of sexual mis- 
conduct in the workplace told USA TO- 
DAY they suffered debilitating after- 
shocks while their harassers escaped 
with few, if any, consequences. 


Paula Coughlin says blowing the 
whistle on the Tailhook sexual 
assaults ended her career in the 
military. MANDEL NGAN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Former legal secretary Rena Weeks 
says she never worked again after win- 
ning her sexual harassment lawsuit 
against the Baker & McKenzie law firm 
in 1994. She says partner Martin 
Greenstein groped her and made crude 
remarks, grabbing her breast while 
dropping M&M candies in the pocket 
of her blouse. 

Her legal win — $7.1 million, later re- 
duced to $3.5 million — sent such 


See HARASSMENT, Page 6A 


High court: 
Travel ban 
can proceed 
in full for now 


Richard Wolf 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The Supreme 
Court ruled Monday that President 
Trump’s immigration travel ban 
against six majority-Muslim countries 
can take full effect while legal chal- 
lenges against the latest version are 
still tied up in courts. 

The court’s identical orders in two 
challenges to the ban mean that most 
travelers from Iran, Libya, Syria, Ye- 
men, Somalia and Chad cannot enter 
the USA while the cases proceed. 

Lower courts had exempted travel- 
ers with “bona fide” connections to the 
United States, such as the grandpar- 
ents and in-laws of citizens. Those ex- 
emptions mirrored ones designed by 
the Supreme Court in June, when the 
justices allowed only part of an earlier, 
temporary travel ban to be implement- 
ed. The new ban, issued in September, 
is of indefinite length. 

The orders are a victory for a White 
House in need of a win days after 
Trump’s first national security adviser, 


See TRAVEL BAN, Page 2A 
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